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March 8 Marked the Inaugural Texas Music Chart Awards

Broadcast, Honoring Overlooked Artists
By Texas Music Chart

March 8th marked a historic moment in Texas music with the inaugural
broadcast of the Texas Music Chart Awards. Unlike any other awards
show, this event focused on the often-forgotten and overlooked
musicians who shape the Texas music scene. The fully virtual event
was a groundbreaking production that resonated with thousands of

viewers during its 3.5-hour live broadcast.

The Texas Music Chart Awards were simulcast across more than 20
social media networks and streamed into multiple bars across Texas,
Oklahoma, and Colorado, creating a unique and inclusive experience
for music lovers. The event format remained true to the heart of Texas

music, spotlighting the performances of multiple acoustic sets and a
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few full-band videos, all professionally shot and produced by Texas
Country Music Media.

A Night of Unforgettable Music

From the opening moments, the Texas Music Chart Awards delivered
an electrifying experience, featuring exclusive performances from some
of the most talented and deserving artists in the industry. Viewers were
treated to a mix of acoustic sets and full-band performances,
highlighting both rising stars and seasoned musicians.

Throughout the evening, the energy and passion of Texas music were
palpable. Fans engaged live, sharing their excitement on social media
and celebrating the recognition of artists who have long been at the
heart of the Texas music scene but often without the national spotlight
they deserve.

Featured Performances
The show featured an outstanding lineup of artists, including:

e Ashley Ewing
 Ben McPherson
e Bubba Bellin

e David & The Dirty Sinners
e Hannah Hokit

e Jarrod Morris

e Jesse Jennings
e Kin Faux

e Randy Brown

e September Moon
e Songbird Jones

Each performance showcased the raw talent, heartfelt songwriting, and
unique sound that define the Texas music scene, creating an
unforgettable experience for viewers across multiple states.

Special Features: Honoring Tejano and Texas Music History



A key highlight of the broadcast was the “From Tejano to Country”
segment, a 10-minute feature celebrating the rich heritage of Tejano
music and its crossover into Texas country. The piece paid homage to
legendary artists like Freddy Fender and The Texas Tornadoes,
before introducing Leo Alejandro Garcia and Sunny Sauceda,
drawing parallels between the generations and their impact on Texas
music today. The segment closed with a stunning mashup of Garcia’s
song “Good Life”, blending tradition with modern Texas sounds.

The Rusty Wier Fan Favorite Award: Honoring a Texas Legend

One of the most significant moments of the night was the Rusty Wier
Fan Favorite Award, introduced with a 15-minute historical
retrospective on Wier’s influence on Texas music. The segment
featured interviews and performances, culminating in a special mashup
of Wier’s iconic song “Don’t It Make You Wanna Dance”, performed
by various Texas artists who have covered the song throughout their
careers. The Rusty Wier Fan Favorite Award stood out as the most
prestigious award of the evening, celebrating an artist who exemplifies
the heart and soul of Texas music.

The Voting Process: A Fair and Transparent Selection

A panel of industry experts and fans was assembled to create the
original 15 nominees for each category.

* Round 1 of voting was entirely fan-driven via a Google Form,
which required a Google account for security purposes. However,
recognizing this as a potential barrier for some fans, Texas Music
Chart opted for a different approach in Round 2.

* Round 2 saw the top 10 artists from each category advance,
with voting open to all without requiring an email address. After
removing suspected robo-votes, the final round of voting
exceeded 18,000 total votes.

* The Rusty Wier Fan Favorite Award followed a unique process
—Round 1 allowed fans to nominate any artist of their
choosing. The top 10 nominees advanced to Round 2, which

then narrowed the field to the top 5 finalists.



The Final Round for this award was not a fan vote. Instead,
artists were evaluated based on social media engagement,
Spotify and YouTube data, website traffic, show performance
metrics, merchandise sales, standing within the community,
and other industry-related factors. The finalist with the highest
cumulative score across all categories was named the winner.

To add an element of surprise, the final five nominees were
asked to submit acceptance videos, not knowing if they had
won. The winner was revealed when their acceptance video aired
during the broadcast.

A Celebration of Excellence: Full List of Award Winners

The night’'s awards recognized the best and brightest in Texas and

Americana music.

Major Award Categories

Rusty Wier Fan Favorite Award: Randy Brown

Entertainer of the Year: Reckless Kelly

Female Artist of the Year: Courtney Patton

Male Artist of the Year: Joey Green

Americana Artist of the Year: James Cook

Group of the Year: The Great Divide

Emerging Female Artist of the Year: Presley Haile

Emerging Male Artist of the Year: Caleb Young

Emerging Group of the Year: Jason Scott & The High Heat
Country Album of the Year: Leavin’ This Holler — 49 Winchester
Americana Album of the Year: Drive & Cry — Emily Nenni
Single of the Year: My Kind of Weathered — Kin Faux
Songwriter of the Year: Dusty Moats, Brad Russell, Kyle Fambro
— Under the Neon

Industry & Venue Awards

Studio of the Year: Stormy Cooper Media
Country Station of the Year: KFWR 95.9 FM — The Ranch (Fort
Worth, Texas)



* Americana Station of the Year: KABT 101.7 The Patriot
(Abilene, Texas)

e On-Air Personality of the Year: Jim Nash — KTKO 105.7 FM
Texas Knock Out

e Music Venue of the Year: Copper River Family Entertainment

e Bar of the Year: Rodeo Exchange

e Theater | Listening Room of the Year: Double D BBQ

Watch the Performances on YouTube!

All performances from the Texas Music Chart Awards will be released
over the next month on the Texas Music Chart YouTube channel.
Fans can subscribe and follow along at

https:/lwww.youtube.com/@theTexasMusicChart to catch their

favorite artists’ sets and relive the magic of the night.
About Texas Music Chart & Brian Sprague

Texas Music Chart was created to merge Americana and Texas Country
into one cohesive chart. Though the journey had its struggles, the team
has continuously refined its process to now monitor over 260 radio
stations weekly. Understanding that a chart is simply a metric,
Texas Music Chart lives by the idea that no artist will ever credit a chart
for their success, and thus strives to expand its station count to provide
the most accurate representation of an artist's song penetration in the
market.

Brian Sprague, founder of Texas Music Chart, is a 100% disabled
veteran who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Though his early
love for music began as an all-state tuba player, he never imagined
Texas music would become his passion. Today, he dedicates every
waking moment to helping artists grow in the industry, offering
services like free acoustic video recordings, affordable concert
photography, album artwork, concert video production, and promotional
reels. 90% of the work he does for artists is pro bono, focusing on
giving musicians meaningful career evaluations and opportunities they
might not otherwise have.


https://www.youtube.com/@theTexasMusicChart

For more information and updates, visit TheTexasMusicChart.com
and TexasMusicChartAwards.com.
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